TrustSniffer Assessed 2026-08-17

Automated first-party analysis

WEBSITE TRUST & FRAUD REPORT trustsniffer.com

Is theconversation.com legit? TrustSniffer's high-trust assessment:
100/100

theconversation.com

Verdict
theconversation.com appears legitimate.
100 Our checks found nothing pointing to fraud. Ordinary care still applies
OUT OF 100 when you pay or sign in.
(Not Scam) (Low Risk)
HIGH TRUST Assessed 2026-08-17 by automated analysis. Classification confidence 50%.
What this site appears to be Homepage/top stories index of The Conversation (nonprofit journalism)

featuring research-driven articles across science, politics, environment and
culture, with membership and donation information.

Evidence status and limitations

Evidence completeness:

» The real-world operator identity was not independently verified.

« Module-level completeness metadata is unavailable for this legacy report.

At a glance

The checks that decide most of this verdict.

Malware engines None flagged it CLEAR
VirusTotal

Google Safe Browsing Not listed CLEAR
Google

Abuse reports on the host 0% confidence CLEAR

AbuselPDB, 10 reports; shared hosting inflates reports

Domain age 23 years old CLEAR
Registered history

Web archive Never archived WATCH

No public history of this site

Certificate Encrypted connection NOTED
Issued by YR2



The page as captured

https://theconversation.com/europe

What theconversation.com served when TrustSniffer captured it on 2026-08-17. The page may look different now.
Key findings

» Automated classification: Not Scam.
« Domain age: more than 10 years (registration continuity).

« VirusTotal and Google Safe Browsing had no flags for this domain; its hosting IP carries AbuselPDB reports
below the confidence level TrustSniffer treats as a flag.

« The operator behind the site could not be independently connected to a real-world brand or person.

Full analysis

Overview

The Conversation is an established news and analysis website presenting research-driven articles, commentary,
and ideas from academics and researchers across science, politics, environment, culture, and public affairs. Its
apparent business model is nonprofit journalism supported by reader donations, foundation grants, university
members, newsletters, and reader membership.

Scaml/impersonation Risk

No contradictions were observed. The homepage presents a coherent editorial proposition, named academic
contributors, substantive article content, and no visible indicators of brand impersonation, phishing, or deceptive
commercial activity. The site’s interactive behavior also showed no login form, hidden sensitive form, wallet
connection, clipboard manipulation, or suspicious script activity. A reputational signal involving ten abuse reports
is attributable to a shared Fastly CDN address, was whitelisted with zero confidence, and is therefore not
evidence of conduct by this website. The available reputation checks identified no malicious or blacklist
detection, while the site’s global traffic footprint and established page authority provide additional contextual
support for an apparently legitimate publication.



EVIDENCE

» The homepage identifies the service as “The Conversation” and describes in-depth analysis, research,
news, and ideas from academics and researchers.

» Behavioral inspection recorded no login form, hidden form, password submission to an external
destination, wallet-provider activity, wallet-drainer activity, or clipboard hijacking.

« External reputation checks recorded no malicious detection, no Google Safe Browsing malicious result,
no blacklist hit, and no signature match.

Regulatory Verification Notes

The site presents itself as nonprofit journalism and explains funding through reader donations, foundation
grants, and university members. No financial-services licence or registration number is claimed, which is
appropriate to note as a disclosure and verification point rather than as evidence of deception. The real-world
operator identity is not independently verified by the available evidence, so the site should be described as
apparently legitimate and evidence-consistent rather than as identity-proven. Domain registration through 1API
GmbH, a long-established registration history, valid transport encryption, and stable mainstream hosting
materially support the site’s established appearance.

EVIDENCE
« Domain registration: 2003-05-29; age 23.23 years; registrar 1AP1 GmbH; expiration 2027-05-29.
e Hosting: AS54113, FASTLY - Fastly, Inc., US.

o TLS certificate: issuer YR2; validation level DV; valid to 2026-11-09T08:37:40+00:00.

» The homepage offers reader membership, newsletters, and donation-related support while identifying
the publication as research-driven journalism.

What to Verify Next

Before credential or payment interactions, an organization requiring formal assurance should independently
confirm the publisher’s legal entity and any applicable nonprofit registration through the relevant public registry.
Donation or membership transactions should be checked for clearly identified payment recipients, applicable
payment protection, and accessible refund or cancellation terms. Official support and contact channels should
also be confirmed through an independent route rather than relying solely on information presented during a
transaction.

EVIDENCE

» The homepage provides sign-in, reader-registration, newsletter, membership, and donation-related
pathways.

» The site presents a privacy notice describing cookie controls, consent withdrawal, and stated limits on
sharing data with advertisers.

« The available analysis identified no sensitive form on the captured homepage, so transaction-specific
terms and payment handling should be assessed at the point of interaction.



Summary Verdict

The overall posture is high trust and low risk, with the available evidence consistent with an established,
apparently legitimate editorial organization. No scam, phishing, impersonation, blacklist, or identity-conflict
indicators were observed; the principal residual uncertainty concerns independent confirmation of the real-world
operator rather than a detected threat pattern.

Infrastructure Integrity

Fastly CDN/WAF infrastructure protects the website, and all observed addresses were CDN edge servers rather
than a directly exposed origin. This reduces direct origin exposure and is a mitigating infrastructure
characteristic, but it is not independent proof of organizational legitimacy.

Closing Assessment

Ordinary browsing and standard site use are proportionate to the assessed posture; before submitting
credentials or making payments, routine independent checks of the merchant or publisher identity, transaction
protections, and applicable return or cancellation terms should be completed.

Written analysis generated 2026-08-17 by the TrustSniffer Analysis Engine from the evidence in this report.
What the analysis found
No rule findings contributed to this verdict.

Signals weighed against the site

» AbuselPDB: 10 reports on hosting IP 151.101.66.132 (Fastly, Inc., Content Delivery Network), 0%
confidence. The reports are attributed to shared infrastructure, not specifically to this website.

Identity verification

Status UNVERIFIED
Identity score 30/100
Identity verification confidence 25%

« No on-site identity signals detected
Identity verification measures whether the site can be independently connected to a real-world brand or person. It is separate

from the classification confidence.

What TrustSniffer observed
First-party facts recorded during the assessment of theconversation.com.

« The request stayed on theconversation.com. It was not redirected to another domain.

« Registration is published under 1API GmbH.
» DNS for this domain is served by dnsimple-edge.com, across 9 name servers.

« The registration is paid up to 2027-05-29.

« Itis hosted on FASTLY, from a server in US.



Domain intelligence

Registrar
Hosting
Country
Server IP

Name servers

SSL issuer

SSL expiry
Domain age
Domain expiry
Archive first seen
Archive snapshots

Reputation

About this assessment

1APT GmbH

FASTLY - Fastly, Inc., US
us

151.101.66.132

NS1.DNSIMPLE-EDGE.COM, NS1.DNSUNLIMITED.COM, NS2.DNSIMPLE-EDGE.NET,
NS2.DNSUNLIMITED.COM, NS3.DNSIMPLE-EDGE.IO, NS3.DNSUNLIMITED.COM,
NS4 .DNSIMPLE-EDGE.ORG, NS4.DNSUNLIMITED.COM, NS5.DNSUNLIMITED.COM

YR2

2026-11-09

23.23 years (continuous registration)
2027-05-29

Not available

0

VirusTotal: @ flagged | AbuseIPDB: 0% confidence, 10 reports | Google
Safe Browsing: @ matches

A trust score summarises the evidence TrustSniffer could collect about theconversation.com at assessment

time. It is a starting point for your own judgement, not a guarantee: a high score means the signals were

consistent with a legitimately operated site, a low or critical score means several risk patterns were present.

TrustSniffer assesses a website from the evidence it can collect at a point in time: domain registration and age,

hosting and certificate, the content the site served, and third-party reputation feeds. A score is a summary of that

evidence, not a guarantee and not a legal finding. There is no human rating and no user review in it. A site can

change after it is assessed.

This report online: https://trustsniffer.com/report/theconversation.com - assessed 2026-08-17



